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Invasive Species

Alien Species: An alien species is a plant or animal that is not native to a 
specific location (an Introduced species)
Invasive Species: An alien species that has a tendency to spread, which is 
believed to cause damage to the environment, human economy and/or 
human health.

Cape Town’s
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Infographic 
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Prevention - First Line of Defence

http://www.azgfd.gov/h_f/documents/AZGFDQuaggaBroch.pdf
http://www.azgfd.gov/h_f/documents/AZGFDQuaggaBroch.pdf


Early Detection, Rapid Response (EDRR)
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Target Species 

Plant Species 

& EDRR
22 Plant Species

Devil’s Beard (Centranthus ruber) Spanish Broom (Spartium junceum)

French/Montpellier Broom
(Genista monspessulana)

Pampas grass 
(Cortaderia selloana)

Bluebell creeper 
(Billardiera
heterophylla)



Biocontrol



What is Biocontrol?

• Insects

• Diseases/Fungi

• From country of origin

• Tested under quarantine

• Released and monitored
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Dreyersdal farm



Invasive Plant Control



Chemical

BiologicalMechanical

Manual

Fire



Hand pulling

• Young plants

• Soft soil

• Shallow root system

Protective Clothing

Grip close to the base

Don’t let the plant break off
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Mechanical



Chainsaw
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Chemical



Foliar application

• Wind still conditions

• No rain

• Don’t spray above head height

• Protective clothing

• Training
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http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIlfi-x7PYxwIVRqoeCh0HNAEQ&url=http://pacforest.com/Category/Chemical-Applicators-Gloves&psig=AFQjCNHsneHqq79EY9BXaSXiMpwTqKFqxQ&ust=1441285106425095
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Herbicide after cut stump, frilling or ring barking
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Clearing Methods

• Cut low

• Good vs bad clearing

• Importance of good clearing methods – saves time and money
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NEM:BA



Do the NEMBA regulations affect you?

• Invasive species are controlled by the National Environmental 

Management Biodiversity Act (NEMBA) (Act 10 of 2004) – Alien and 

Invasive Species (AIS) regulations, which were gazetted on 1 

August 2014 and became law on 1 October 2014. 

• SPECIES: 559 invaders in 4 categories

• The AIS Regulations list 4 different categories of invasive species 

that must be managed, controlled or eradicated from areas where 

they may cause harm to the environment, or that are prohibited to 

be brought into South Africa

• National List of Invasive Species which need to be controlled inside 

South Africa: Plants (383), mammals (41), birds (24), reptiles (35), 

amphibians (7), fresh-water fish (15), terrestrial invertebrates (23), 

fresh-water invertebrates (8), marine invertebrates (16) and

• microbial species (7). Total: 559 species



Invasive Species Categories

Category 1a Listed Invasive Species
 Take immediate steps to combat, or eradicate 

where possible.

Category 1b Listed Invasive Species
 Control the listed invasive species. 

Category 2 Listed Invasive Species
 Utilization allowed under Permit conditions.
 Control outside of the Permit conditions.

Category 3 Listed Invasive Species
 Subject to certain prohibitions (e.g. sell)
 Category 3 plant specimens in riparian areas are 

treated as Category 1b.



Project Boundary 
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Project
Departm

ent
Erf # / MU Size (Ha)

Stage 
(e.g. 2nd Follow up)

Scientific name Common name
Seedlings

(D < 1cm; H < 
40cm)

Young 
(D 1 - 5cm; H 
40 cm - 1m)

Mature 
( D > 5cm; H > 

1m)

Estimated % density 
cover

NEMBA Category

South 
City 

Parks 

Skuiffe

Greenbelt 

4.72nd follow up Acacia saligna Port jackson 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Hypericum perforatum St jonhs wort 1% 1% 2% 2

4.72nd follow up Populus alba White popular 3% 1% 1% 5% 2

4.72nd follow up Verbena bonariensis Purple top 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Acacia cyclops Rooi krans 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Ageratina adenophora Crofton weed 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Schinus terebinthifolius Brazilian pepper 1% 1% 3

4.72nd follow up Arundo donax Giant reed 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Rubus cuneifolius American bramble 2% 2% 1b

4.72nd follow up Echium plantagenium Purple echium 1% 1% 2% 1b

4.72nd follow up Centranthus ruber devils beard 1% 1% 1a

4.72nd follow up Cestrum laevigatum Ink-berry 1% 1% 2% 1b

4.72nd follow up Agave sisalana Agave 1% 1% 2% 2

4.72nd follow up Acacia melanoxylon Black wood 1% 1% 2

4.72nd follow up Myoporum tenuifolium Manitoka 1% 1% 3

4.72nd follow up Echium plantagineum Purple echium 1% 2% 3% 1b

4.72nd follow up Homalanthus populifolius Bleeding Heart 
1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Tradescantia fluminensis Wandering Jew 4% 4% 1b

4.72nd follow up 

Pinus elliotti Engelm. and 

hybrids, varieties and 

selections Pine

1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Eriobotrya japonica Louquat 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Robinia pseudoacacia L Black Locust Tree 2% 3% 5% 1b

4.72nd follow up Ipomoea indica Morning Glory 3% 3% 1b

4.72nd follow up Iris pseudacorus L Yellow Flag Iris 1% 1% 1a

4.72nd follow up Opuntia monacantha Bunny ears Cactus 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Paraserianthes lophantha Stink Bean 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Ricinus communis L. Castor Oil 1% 1% 2

4.72nd follow up Solanum mauritianum Scop. Bugweed 1% 1% 2% 1b

4.72nd follow up Syzygium jambos (L.) Alston Eugenia/Rose Apple 2% 2% 4% 3

4.72nd follow up Hedychium coccineum Wild Ginger 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Hedera helix English Ivy 1% 2% 3% 3

4.72nd follow up Pittosporum undulatum

Australian 

Cheesewood 
1% 2% 3% 1b

4.72nd follow up 

Plectranthus barbatus var. 

grandis (= P. comosus Sims) Wooly Plectranthus 
1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Acacia Longofolia Long leaf wattle 1% 1% 3% 5% 1b

4.72nd follow up Eucalyptus tereticornis Forest red gum 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Sesbania punicea Red sesbania 1% 1% 1b

4.72nd follow up Lanatana camara Lantana 1% 3% 2% 6% 1b

NEMBA Species Present 



Types of interventions 
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Kirstenhof
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Become a spotter 
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Thank You!

Invasive.Species@capetown.gov.za

www.capetowninvasives.org.za


